
BOROUGH OF BARROW IN FURNESS 

OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
 

      Meeting, Tuesday 28th October, 2021 
      at 2.00 pm.  (Banqueting Hall).  
 

PRESENT:- Councillors McLeavy (Chairman), Cassidy (Vice-Chairman), Assouad, 
Gawne, McEwan, Morgan, Robson and C. Thomson. 
 

Officers Present:- Paula Westwood (Scrutiny and Democratic Services Team Leader), 
Jon Huck (Democratic Services Manager), Katie Pepper (Democratic and Electoral 
Services Assistant), Graham Barker (Public Protection Manager) and Chris Pollard 
(Cemeteries and Crematorium Manager). 
 
18 – Apologies for Absence  
 

Apologies for absence had been submitted from Councillors Johnston, McClure, 
Preston and M. A. Thomson. 
 
Councillor Assouad had attended as a substitute for Councillor Johnston. 
 

19 – Minutes 
 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 21st September, 2021 were taken as read and 
confirmed. 
 

20 – Public Participation 
 

RESOLVED:- Representatives from United Utilities; namely, Nicholas Walls – Drainage 
Performance Manager for Cumbria and Russell Clark – Performance Engineer for 
Cumbria had attended the meeting and addressed the Committee in respect of Agenda 
Item No. 8 – Flooding on Walney Promenade (Minute No. 21 refers)..   
 
No deputations or petitions had been received in respect of the meeting. 
 
21 – Flooding on Walney Promenade  
 
The Scrutiny and Democratic Services Team Leader reported that the Promenade on 
Walney was intermittently affected by flooding when high Spring tides coincided with 
severe adverse weather conditions such as heavy rainfall and storm surges. Typically 
this occurred once or twice per year when the capacity of waste treatment storage 
arrangements was challenged by the prevailing conditions. 
 
Contact had been made with Cumbria County Council to ascertain whether their 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee had looked at this matter in the past, as flooding sat 
with the upper tier Authority. It had since been confirmed that they had not looked into 
this matter in the recent past. 
 



An Officer from the Council’s Public Protection Services represented the Council on the 
Making Space for Water Group in Cumbria. He had previously supplied some technical 
information to the Work Group. 
 
Following the request at the previous meeting of this Committee, arrangements had 
been made for two representatives from United Utilities to attend the meeting to discuss 
this issue further, namely:- 
 
Nicholas Walls – Drainage Performance Manager, Cumbria 
Russell Clark – Performance Engineer, Cumbria 
 
Nicholas and Russell addressed the Committee and provided an update on the plans 
being made for the sewer network to prevent flooding on Walney Promenade as follows: 
 
It had been noted that a micro tunnel runs from North Scale to Mill Lane which was most 
likely subject to tidal infiltration as it runs under the channel.  In order to conduct 
investigatory works, with the area being a Site of Specific Scientific Interest (SSSI), 
permits would be required from Natural England and the Marine Maritime Industry.  
There was an approximate lead time of 6-9 months for the permits to be obtained. 
 
With narrow windows of opportunity to conduct investigatory works due to tides, it was 
anticipated that the investigatory works would take approximately one month.  A 
Business Case would then need to be developed with a view to completing the works 
within a further six months (subject to permits). 
 
Overall, it was anticipated that the works could be completed within a time frame of 12-
18 months maximum.  Nicholas had confirmed that he would be happy to provide regular 
updates to the Committee as appropriate.   
 
Members had been requested to consider the information and determine whether any 
further action was required.  The Committee had welcomed the information and the offer 
from United Utilities to provide updates to the Committee in the future as the works 
progressed. 
 
RESOLVED: - To note the information. 
 
22 – Statement of Gambling Policy  
 
The Public Protection Manager had attended the meeting to present the report to 
Members and to address any questions.  He advised that the Gambling Act 2005 
required that the Council developed, consulted on and published a statement of the 
principles that they proposed to apply in exercising their functions under the Act during 
the three-year period to which the policy applied. 
 
He advised that the consultation on the revised Statement of Gambling Policyhad 
concluded on 24th October, 2021 and that there had been no major amendments to the 
Policy.  
 



The revised draft Statement of Gambling Policy had been appended to the report for 
consideration and comment, prior to being presented to Executive Committee on 10th 
November, then referred to Full Council on 7th December, 2021.  The Committee had 
no further comments or proposed amendments to the Policy. 
 
RESOLVED: - To note the draft Statement of Gambling policy and agree that it be 
presented to Executive Committee on 10th November, 2021 for their consideration.  
 
23 – Draft Memorial Bench Policy  
 
The Cemeteries and Crematorium Manager had attended the meeting to present the 
report to Members and to address any questions.  He advised that Executive Committee 
on 11 November, 2009 had agreed a set of guidelines for the installation of memorial 
benches within the Council Cemeteries.  These had regulated the installation of 
memorial benches. There was no equivalent set of guidelines for the installation of 
memorial benches on Barrow Borough Council owned land outside of Council 
Cemeteries.  This had resulted in an ad hoc approach to the siting of benches and no 
clear position on quality of installation and maintenance. 
 
The Committee had been invited to comment on the draft proposed Memorial Bench 
Policy for Barrow owned Cemeteries and other land owned by the Council which had 
been appended to the report. It was intended that this policy would replace the existing 
guidelines for the installation of memorial seats in Borough Cemeteries agreed by 
Executive Committee on 11 November 2009. 
 
It had been noted that there had been a small waiting list of people who wanted a 
memorial bench to remember a loved one.  At present, there had been a pause on the 
installation and the report had sought to set out some clear parameters for siting of 
memorial benches on Barrow Borough Council land so that there was some clarity on 
process. 
 
RESOLVED: - To note the Draft Memorial Bench Policy and agree that it be presented 
to Executive Committee on 10th November, 2021 for their consideration.  
 
24 – Work Programme Update  
 

The Scrutiny and Democratic Services Team Leader reported that Work Groups had 
been established to review the topics identified in the 2021/2022 Work Programme.  She 
had provided the following updates in respect of each Work Group:- 
 
Flooding on Walney Promenade 
 

The progress made in respect of this review had been covered under Minute No. 21. 
 
Discretionary Housing Fund and Supported Housing Payments 
 

Due to a changeover of the Lead Officer for Scrutiny, this matter had not been 
progressed.  A meeting of the Work Group would be arranged as soon as possible to 



progress this matter. 
 
Arrangements for the Management of Piel Island 
 

As advised at the previous meeting, the Director of People and Place had confirmed 
that a report on the future arrangements for Piel Island would be brought to this 
Committee for consideration on 2nd December, 2021, prior to submission to the 
Executive Committee on 15th December, 2021.  The Chair had requested that the 
Director of People and Place should postpone presenting a report on the future 
arrangements to the meeting of this Committee on 2nd December, ahead of reporting 
to Executive Committee on 15th December, until the Piel Island Scrutiny Work Group 
had a chance to consider the arrangements for the future management of Piel. 
  
A series of regular meetings had been set up for the Work Group to meet with the 
Director of People and Place through to March, 2022. 
 
The Chair had requested additional volunteers to join the Work Group.  It had been 
agreed that Councillor McEwan would join the Work Group. 
 
Memorial Benches  
 

The draft Policy on Memorial Benches had been covered under Minute No. 23. 
 
Impact of Covid-19  
 
Due to a changeover of the Lead Officer for Scrutiny, this matter had not been 
progressed.  A meeting of the Work Group would be arranged as soon as possible 
to progress the matter. 
 
RESOLVED: - To note the updates on progress in respect of each of the Work Groups. 
 
25 - Appointment of Representative to Cumbria County Council's Scrutiny Task    
       and Finish Group on Local Government Reform. 
 
The Scrutiny and Democratic Services Team Leader advised that the Chair of Cumbria 
County Council’s Scrutiny Management Board (Councillor Wearing), had invited 
nominations from Scrutiny Committees around the County to take part in Cumbria 
County Council’s Scrutiny Task and Finish Group on Local Government Reform. 
 
She advised that Cumbria County Council’s Scrutiny Management Board had agreed a 
scope for a Scrutiny Task and Finish Group on Local Government Reform.  This was 
the second phase, building on work last year on locality models and the principles to 
inform decision-making. 
 
The aim was to explore and analyse in-depth, a range of possible locality arrangements 
in the context of the recommended principles, from phase 1, and make 
recommendations on the models that could be suitable and work well in Cumbria. 
 



The intention was that the outcomes would inform future decision making regarding the 
design of the new Councils.  The outcomes would be shared with all of the current seven 
Councils in Cumbria and future Shadow Authorities. 
 
It was moved by Councillor Morgan and seconded by Councillor Cassidy that Councillor 
McLeavy be appointed as the representative.  
 
RESOLVED: - That Councillor McLeavy be appointed as the representative on Cumbria 
County Council’s Scrutiny Task and Finish Group on Local Government Reform. 
 
The meeting closed at 2.55 pm. 


